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Standardized Protocols and Procedures
How do you think these standardized protocols and procedures guide advanced nursing practice? 
The standardized protocols and procedures in California ensure that nursing practitioners meet the experience, training, and educational requirements to enable them to perform their functions. These protocols and procedures guide Registered Nurse practitioners by specifying the standard procedure functions that may be performed by the nurse and under what circumstances (State of California Department of Consumers Affairs, 1998). The standardized protocols and procedures also provide the nurse with the record-keeping requirements. Due to the interdisciplinary collaboration required in health organizations in California, the standardized protocols and procedures help clinicians to be accountable on all levels for their activities (State of California Department of Consumers Affairs, 1998). 
What are the components that each standardized procedure should include according to your state requirements? 
In the state of California, the main components of standardized procedures include:
Policy-It highlights the functions, circumstances under which a registered nurse may perform the above functions 
Protocol-Provides how to use the database, carry out diagnosis, treatment plan, and record-keeping 
Requirements for Registered Nurse- Specifies the practitioner's education program, advanced level of training, experience, national certification, and method of initial and continuing evaluation 
Development and approval of the standardized procedure- It includes the method, review schedule, and signatures of authorized personnel involved in the standardized procedure including nursing, medicine, and administration. Registered nurses authorized to perform procedures and dates
Discuss the difference between a disease-specific standardized procedure and a process protocol.
While both process protocol and disease-specific standardized procedures share some common components, they are also different in some ways, as explained below.
The general policy components: In process protocol, the general policy components include the development and review process, scope and set of practice, qualifications and evaluations, and authorized personnel. In disease-specific, the policy components identify the functions of the practitioners, circumstances under which practitioners may perform the above-identified functions, experience, and education background, method of initial and continued evaluation, and documentation. 
Protocols: In process protocol standardized procedures, the protocol section includes the subjective and objective data, assessment, treatment plan, patient education, and consultation or referral. Protocol in disease-specific procedures, on the other hand, identifies the diagnosis and treatment protocol for urinary tract infection, otitis media, vaginitis, and respiratory tract infection. In each case, protocols are provided in regards to rationale, symptoms, history, physical exam, and lab test. 
Another difference is that in the disease-specific procedure, practitioners are provided with the UTI protocol for treatment failure. This protocol is not provided in the process protocol. 
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